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The effects of verbal and non-verbal parental

behavior on the self esteem of the child were explored by means of a
stratified random sampling of schools in a large metropolitan area in
Northeastern United States. A Parental Response Inventory was first
developed. This is a structured inventory consisting of 12 prepared
situations and a choice of four alternatives for each situation. 5ix
of the situations involve behavior of a positive nature, six of a

negative nature.

This and other measures to assess verbal response

patterns of mothers and the self esteem of children Yielded the
following results. A significant relationship exists between maternal
descriptiveness in negative situations and the self-esteem of the
child. Significant differences are observed between the inner city
black sample and suburban white sample. Measures to assess non-verbal
parental behavior and its effects on the self esteem of the child
indicate a significant relationship between maternal empathy,
genuineness, and positive regard toward the child and his 1level of

self esteen.

Thus, another aspect of socio-cultural significance

related to child-rearing has been identified and measured. [Because
of the print quality of the original, this document will not be
clearly legible when reproduced.] (Author/JM)
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COWMUNIOATIVE DIHERNSIONS. 'é HOTHER-CUILD . THIERACTION

AS. THEY ATFECT THE SELY ESTRYM QY Tulh CHILh
Thenas W, MHiller
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The 2ffecta of varbal and poon-verbal pareswal behavier on tha gelf
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astvem of &ha child wan explored by pesus of a4 stratificd raoden maopling

6f achoels in g luxpe metropolitan aren Lo Nepchesetern United Stalas,
Meazures t0ﬂ333ﬂ33 varbzl response patierns of wotlors avd the self cstesn
ef ¢the ¢blld yislded the followlang rémulta, A sigopificant relstionshdp
exiote between maternal descriptiveness in zeogetive olivariops and the
salf esteem of the child, Significant differsuces’ are obgservaed beotwaeo

the {nper city black gaapla aud suburbaan vwhite sompls. HMeasurce Lo zmsesa
pon~verbgl psreantal behavior zad Sty elfects on the g=lf esteem 9f the

child indlcate 2 significant relationahip betwaen materzsl sopathy, gersiaee
ness, and peoitive regaxd toward the child end hile isvel of gelf nstecw,
Dizcuszicon focused on thavre ical supporz, sulifuval differences, gpplication

and fmpoxt for future inguiry.
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CUOANIXCATIVE RIMENSTONS OF WOTHER-CUILD INTREACTION

AS TUEY AYPRCT THE SELF ESTERM OF TEE CHITD
Thowse W, Milley
Posary HLll College

The purpose of zhis imvesrigetion was to study the effeccy of verbsl
tnd noneverbal pevental bebnvior ‘on the self esteem of the child., 43 s
weasuve of verbal bzhavior, the verbel renponse pattarns of the wmother
wvas lovestigated. A dichotonmy suggested by CGlmott (1965) wnleh involved
categorizing verbazl reepomses ag belng cithexr descriptive or evalustive
was ulilised. As 3 aeasure of woo-verbal bdbehavior, the mothor's auperby,
semineasss, and poslitive regard toward the child provided an estimate of

her relationship with the chiid.

The approach advocated by Giloott derives lergely from & Rogerian
thaoretical basia. According to Regers (1931), zrowth fovees asve a past
of every individwai. VWhen the individual e free to grow, the procnse of

gelf=asctenlivation cceurs,. A¢ this individual saelf develops awmd matures

‘ within its own perceptwal field, a ueed for positive regard frez thoss

} significact ethers im the life-apsce cmarges. In the percsptuasl fleld of
| the child, the family serves as the primary social unit. The porents,

; within this family structure, sct 88 sccializing ageats in providing goals
end valuee fronm which the child devalope verious pattevns of dahavier,

} Buch behgviorsl patterns form the besizs for isterzction with othavs., In
|

turn, these behavior patterns elicitr resctiona in the forw of verbal andfox

This artiele 4s ndanted from a doctorz) disssrtotion rubmittoed ¢o the
credunte School, State Universlty of Hew York at Bsfisio. The aunther wounld
liks to acknovledge his apprecistion to Harcelipe K, Jaques, chairzan, and
to menbers of his commirtes, Joremy Finmm and LeBoy Pord for thelr halpful
gugzestions., This ressarch wrs supported by Regesrsh Poundation of Stats
University of Haw York Grant No. 50-8890~F whieh wzs sponsored in pare by
Eational Sclence Foundardion and Nazionel Defeuse Rducatiouw Acg,
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aon~vaerbal respovsen fyom these afgaificant vihers. These vespimses sgorve
B 1 dicatova to the child of whe he 1s and how others feel abaug him,

The more positive responsan proavide fapnt for a favorable eoncept of self
and result in gelf &ckualizatlon. The more vegative the attivudse and
feelings expreseed through the responses of others, the more incongrvsnt
ig the ﬁte of the Lndividual ij the less likely cre his chances of

atrainfng self actualization.

Studies by Uittes and Capra {(19562), Zimbavrdo and Formica (1943), and
Sampson {1985} have all found that ego. functioning au? development of the
self~concept ig 2 function of paveatal gppraisal of the child's bahavior,
Studies by Zemlick and Wstson (19533), Sawsli, Muasen, and Rarvris {(1955),
and Hossnbarg (1965) found rthat bigh self-estesm iz relsted to parevizl
acceptance, On the other hand, children with iow self~estezm ware found
to have femilial conditions which were characterized by & lack of reapect
and worth toward the child, and & scarcity of guldancs extended to the

[

child by the parents,

Glaott conteuds that the mauner in which the parent vesponds verbslly
to the ¢hild's behavior and/or verbalizatione will sigoificantly sffect the
self esteem of the child., More specifically, the nere verbaily descriptive
g parent 18 in reeponding to tha child®s behavior, the greater likelibood
that the child will have high levela of salf esteem. It iz also suggested
that the more verbally judgmental a paresnt is in vesponding to a child's
behsvicr, the greater the likelihood that the child will have low leveisr

of self agteen,

The rationaie of this investigeiion was therefore basec o0 the concept-

ualization that differential rvespoonse pacterns »f pareascs hsve au offect on

Q :3
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the self .esteem of tha ehild, If this relatfonsbip ia establiched, then
afforts can be wade teo khlp perents and sigaifleant othere iu the child's
13fe, bocome awars of their waenner of response as it may be helpful ox

impair thelr velationsiilp with the child,
Statement of Problem
<
The first couecrn is to determine {7 parcote who usse descyiphive

regpongee in responding te thelr child's Lebavior will have childyen with

higher self~estesm than those who do met. The firet hypothesin for testing

1

&

.o

HYPOTHESIS I: Parests who are more descriptive and less iudgmental in
vesponding to the behavior and/or werbalizations of their
ch1ld will have children with higher salf esteec than
parents who are more judgmental and less descripiiva 1n
responding to the bahavior snd/er verbalizsaticns of their
child,

The pecond question asked if the core conditiens suggested by Rogers
(1957) are a pert of the personality component of the pareat. If so, will
the child then have greater self-esteem than 1f thay are not a par:t of the
personality component of the parent. This problem then fg to determine if
the presence of the specific core conditions of empathy, genuinensss, and
poasitive regard in the personslity of the parent will reflsct bigher =elf-
asteem in the child. Here the hypotnesis to be tested, the zecond hypothesis
of tha iuvestigation, ia:

BEYPOTHESIS 2t J2arents who axe eupsthic, genuins, aud poszessing positive
vagard will have chillren with higher nelf esteem than those

parents who are lacking in empathv, genuinensse and gositive
regard,




Procaodurces

The experimental procedures for thie lowvestigation fmvolved the
following stages 1n its implémentations (1) the development of the
Pareu£al Respongz Inven;ory, (2) & preliminary inquiry and pllet study
utdiizing the Parentdi'ﬁesponsg Inventory, (3} praliminary contact and
procedures related to tﬁa schoold Eystems involved and the sanmple selected
(4) the edministration of the Parental Response Inventory and the Relatione
ship Iwventory~B (Bierman, 1967) to the methers of the children selecteds
and the administr&tiou of the Self-eugeem Inventory (Coopersmith, 1960) to
the childrem, and (5) the scoring, computer anslysis and interpretation of

the date collected.

The Parental Response Inventory is a structured Inventory conmsisting
of twelve prepared situstions and a choice of four gliternatives for each
situation, Six of the situations involve behavior of a positive nature

and six of the situations involve behavior of a negative nature,

The Self Esteem Inventory is a fifty-eight item imventory with five
subecales: general self, soclal self, home-parent, school-academic, and
an estimate of soclal desireabllity. This instrument is bssed on the
Rogers' and Dymond Scale (1954) and was modified for use with children by

Coopersmith (19690).

The Relationship Inventory-B: Parent-toward-child fora is & thirty

.dtem Lnventory gathered and adapted to form this ewxperimental research

questionnaire forxr use with parents to assess affective and empathic reactions

1a family interaction.

it




An gnslyeic of the dats ubilized the multiplae cczr&l&tiﬁn; mwaltipla
regrussion, and suitivariancs analysnis of verience models using the RYRUL
Multlvariance computer prugréﬁ (Fisn, 1968), In testing the hypothesils, the
iodependent variable wan the score obtained on the Parental Responsa Inventory
ané the Jdepeadent vari&ble was the acore obtained on the Self Beteew Inventory,
A 2X2 sex by race analysis of varidnce wvat computed to test for the mean

differences between the inner city and the suburbsn gasples.

Data Sources
The serting for this study involvéd the selection of subjects from a
random selection of schools in & lorge metvopolitan scheol syuten and five
guburban schosol districts in Northeastern United Simtas, (U, 8. 3570 Census:
pop. 1,103, 813). The subjects comalsted of twe hundred and three edighth
grade level echiidren and their motherz. Represeanted were ¢ wide rapge of
educational, social and ethnic dbackgrounds, All particlpation waes made on

& voluntary basis,

Pesults
Tha data confirmed the relationship between wmaternal descriptivenass
in negative situntiors and the self estees of the child for inmer city
males and females only, Correlation coefficients were positive, substantial,

end ir the predicted direction,

lusert Table I here

The results suggest that the more descripilve the garent, the grester the
self estaem of the child, Conversely, the more judgsental the pavent the

=]

lowver the self esteem of the child.




PAFulToxt Provided by ERIC

- - .

A EXL sew by roce sralyois of varlawvee for both the black inver cicy

- hxd

aemple apd white suburban sasple vielded gignifflesnt univariate T ratios

for the msin effect of race On paturnel deccriptivencss in negetive sitearious,

Tasart Teble IY beve

©

The main e¢ffect of racs iz confounded by the all black icmer city
sumple and the all white saburben esmplo in that race also revresents £ocio-
cultural stratification level. Because of this complate confounding of
race and stratification, the oversll significant differences represants the
differesnces between lower class inner city blacks and middie and upper

riddle class suburban whites,

In Hypothesais II, the overall teast of relationaship Dotween the meteroal

relationship with the child and the chiid's self setsem is eizpifivant

coefficlents betwesn maternal empathy toward the child asnd the child's self
esteem (re«.16, p < ,05); the maternal genuineness toward the ekild and the
child’'a self esteem (¥=,19, p < .03); and the matermal positive regard toward

the child and the ¢hild's self esteea {(r=.27, p < .CG5).

Conclusions
In considering the resulis ebtained, the question of cultural differernce
is raised. The finding from demographic dats obiained on the mample thst In
Letter tham Fifty perceant of the Inner ciny bomes the mother was counsidered
to be the haad of the hougelold suggests thev wother®s vola way have a sig-

nificant effect on hev she responde cod subsequently on how this affects the

lowel of self esteem of the child, Shere mother 13 ¢alled upon to assuae
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the role of both disciplinariuan and wnrturmvt parent, Lhe raauléiug nf et

of her veapoass to the child w2y affact his self imape nmgati§clye The noted
Qignifigant mean diffarences bétweﬁn the fveer ciry black rample snd the
gaburban white sample adds ve the support ¢f this con:tention, Mothers in
the suburbas were Eound:tc pava shared responalibility of childwrearing with
tha fathers and therefore this mult&plieity of roles was uni apparent,
Likawise, for the suburbamn sswple the significant effect of psreutal verbal

resvenae of the nmother on fhe gelf aslesn of the chilld weg not rexlized,

The level of capathy, g&ﬁuineuess,.mnd rositive regard of {he wothev
toward her child ie found to be significantly related to the geneval self
Image and soelal self Image of the child, The resulie ohteiped are in the
predicted diresction theraby indicating that wizere maternsl empathy, genuine~
ness, and positive regsgd are high, the child's self estaem is also bigher
than vhere maternsl empathy, genuineness, and pasisive regard ave found to
be lows Mothers in this eample chowad greater empathy, genuizenesz, and
positive vegard towsrd thelr daughiers than towsrd their soems. Consistent
vith this finding 18 the fact that girls have slightly bigher levaels of

overall self-agteem than do boys.

The study has measured and 1dentified snother ssprct of sacic—culturgl
significance ralated to childeyearing., Resentlally, rhe degrze 38 walernal
descriptiveness in negativs aitustilons signifizantlily affects the gsalf esteen
of che echiid for Inuer city childrew enly. Tt elarifies soms of ths theo=
reticsl belinfo that parental descristiveness effzets the
the e¢hild zegardless of the situatlon snd zegsriiase of soaio-cultuyal
comditions, Yt highlights the naed ﬁux furtber invasi gat.oon lnto these

varisblen, refinement of the wessures used, and greatst ccoavrol in studying

thesa effocta.
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Table 1

Heane, Sranderd Deviations and Correlation Matrices for Subscales of the
Farental Reaponse Inventory and Seli Esteem luventory for Inusr City Sample,

Haleas znd Females (N=35)

Pogitive Negative Tetal

Situations Situations
M 11,97 - 8,31 21,29
M 5,0, 3,02 3,07 bo?h
General Self 15.31 4.53% 04 H0W o 35%
Soclal Self .. 5.31  2.07 W12 JH2H 0 D29
YHome~Parent 4,23 2.64 .13 JS52% LSAl%
School~Acedenmic 3.69  1.86 I« L 30k o 28®

Total : 28,46 . 8.26 10 63% LTE

*‘,’: < .05
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Analyol the Effects of Sex and Raca on Materzal ' Desceriptives
]
Ly LE

tiesd wnd the Seif EBsteon of the Cbild for Taner Clry and Suburbea Saup

v o 4
s
E8 ¢

Loirue Seulc 51 (L 128)
Cax Thnitive Situetions 4. 2h 3,42
depative Situations 17,05 L.94
General Self 16,14 Ay
Speisl Self 14,886 3.74
Rome-Taronte 1.53 W23
Sclticol-dcadenic 2,62 £6
Rags Eliminating Positive Situaticons AR R
Sex Hegative Situzticus 156.62 17.84%
Gaveral Self 278,10 6.97%
Social Self 8,34 2.10
tinwe-Parents 45,51 8,84%
School-Acadenmic g,.99 2,26
Interaction Positive Situations 1.,9% 28
Negative Situations i1.3 1.29
General Self 17.87 2
Social Self 7.3k 1.84
Home-~Parents 5.05 77
School~Acadenic 1.54 .39
*p £ ,05
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